
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

Department of Health and Hospitals 

Bureau of Health Services Financing 

Professional Services Program 

Fluoride Varnish Applications 

(LAC 50:IX.Chapter 9 and 15105) 

The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of 

Health Services Financing adopts LAC 50:IX.Chapter 9 and 

§15105 in the Medical Assistance Program as authorized by 

R.S. 36:254 and pursuant to Title XIX of the Social Security 

Act. This Emergency Rule is promulgated in accordance 

with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, 

R.S. 49:953(B)(1) et seq., and shall be in effect for the 

maximum period allowed under the Act or until adoption of 

the final Rule, whichever occurs first. 

The Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of 

Health Services Financing promulgated an Emergency Rule 

which amended the provisions governing the Professional 

Services Program in order to establish Medicaid 

reimbursement for fluoride varnish application services 

rendered by qualified providers in a physician office setting 

(Louisiana Register, Volume 37, Number 11). The 

department anticipates that coverage of this service will 

reduce and/or prevent future oral health problems that could 

have a negative effect on the overall health of children and 

may reduce the Medicaid cost associated with the treatment 

of such oral health conditions. The department now proposes 

to amend the December 1, 2011 Emergency Rule to clarify 

the general provisions and scope of services governing 

fluoride varnish applications. This action is being taken to 

promote the health and welfare of Medicaid recipients.  

Effective January 20, 2012, the Department of Health and 

Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing amends the 

provisions of the December 1, 2011 Emergency Rule 

governing the Professional Services Program. 

Title 50 

PUBLIC HEALTH-MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

Part IX.  Professional Services Program 

Subpart 1.  General Provisions 

Chapter 9. Fluoride Varnish Application Services 

§901. General Provisions 

A. Effective for dates of service on or after December 1, 

2011, the department shall provide Medicaid coverage of 

fluoride varnish application services to recipients from six 

months through five years of age.  
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 

38:0000 (January 2012). 

§903. Scope of Services 

A. Fluoride varnish application services performed in a 

physician office setting shall be reimbursed by the Medicaid 

Program when rendered by the appropriate professional 

services providers. 

B. Fluoride varnish applications may be covered once 

every six months per Medicaid recipient. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 

38:0000 (January 2012). 

§905. Provider Participation 

A. The entity seeking reimbursement for fluoride varnish 

application services must be an enrolled Medicaid provider 

in the Professional Services Program. The following 

Medicaid enrolled providers may receive reimbursement for 

fluoride varnish applications: 

1. physicians; 

2. nurse practitioners; and 

3. physician assistants.  

B. The following providers who have been deemed as 

competent to perform the service by the certified physician 

may perform fluoride varnish application services in a 

physician office setting: 

1. the appropriate dental providers; 

2. physicians; 

3. physician assistants; 

4. nurse practitioners; 

5. registered nurses; or 

6. licensed practical nurses. 

C. Professional service providers shall review the Smiles 

for Life training module for fluoride varnish and 

successfully pass the post assessment. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 

38:0000 (January 2012). 

Subpart 15.  Reimbursement 

Chapter 151. Reimbursement Methodology 

Subchapter A. General Provisions 

§15105. Fluoride Varnish Application Services 

A. Effective for dates of service on or after December 1, 

2011, the Medicaid Program shall provide reimbursement 

for fluoride varnish application services rendered by 

qualified health care professionals in a physician office 

setting. 

B. Reimbursement for fluoride varnish application 

services shall be a flat fee based on the appropriate HCPCS 

code. 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR 

38:0000 (January 2012). 

Implementation of the provisions of this Rule may be 

contingent upon the approval of the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS), if it is determined that 

submission to CMS for review and approval is required. 

Interested persons may submit written comments to Don 

Gregory, Bureau of Health Services Financing, P.O. Box 

91030, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-9030. He is responsible for 

responding to inquiries regarding this Emergency Rule. A 

copy of this Emergency Rule is available for review by 

interested parties at parish Medicaid offices. 

 

Bruce D. Greenstein 

Secretary 
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